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men were unsuccessful in the sense that their gifts were
not such as to win them quick affluence, but neither has
regretted the toughening he received in adolescence.
Mussolini often went hungry, as Hitler did, but he seems
not to have suffered like Hitler, because he was strong,
healthy, with plenty of Socialist friends and sympathizers.
It was during this period that he went to Marseilles to
organize a strike amongst the dockers there, and was
expelled from France. When he returned to Switzerland,
the police of Geneva, where he had established himself,
discovered that he was a revolutionary, and expelled him
from their canton. He was under a similar threat of
expulsion from Lausanne (how one would like to know
the details, but dictators are too busy making history to
write it for the student of psychology!) when he decided
to return to Italy in order to perform his military service.
His Socialist friends, pacifists almost to a man, begged
him to stay, but Mussolini craved for adventure,

We see him, then, in 1904, in the green plumes of a
rifleman, serving in the famous corps of Bersaglieri. He
enjoyed the comradeship of the army, and indeed, with-
out this training, who knows what course he might have
steered? He was a violent, impulsive youth: the army
gave him a sense of direction, and centred his thoughts
on Italy.

The unexpected death of his mother, while lie was
serving, affected him. very deeply. As eldest son, he was
excused the remainder of his training. His fortune was
again at its ebb. He had neither money nor work. After
a brief period in Predappio he obtained a post as French
master at Oneglia. But here he again allowed politics to
interfere with his prospects, and quarrelled with the local
Board of Education. Once more he travelled north, this
time to the Trentino, where he at last found scope for his
talent, for he was employed on an irredentist newspaper.